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Vicki Kechter adds an autumn leaf to anature display designed
to remind aclass of third graders in the Bethania Sunday
Church School at Racine that ''This Is My Father's World.U
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by: Leland Molgaard
falling back on the prereformation idea of purchased
grace. Only we can purchase it with our own lives,
not by receiving extra grace from some penitent monk.
We hear the words, “Grace be unto you,” but do we
in turn hear His command, “Follow Me?”. This Com¬
mander sui’passes all militant commanders in His
d e m a n d s o n m a n .

Sell all, Go ye into all nations,” these are all com¬
mands of the Commander, and the New Testament
is full of imperative statements made by Jesus. He
did not speak in “milk and toast” terms when He
wished obedience, and neither did God talk in such
“candy-coated” terms when He sent His Son to the
c r o s s .

This first phrase of the Apostolic greeting is often
repeated in the church service, but other than its
being an ecclesiastical sounding phrase, does this
phrase bring any great meaning to aconfessing Lu¬
theran? Before the Reformation this phrase was
probably absent from the order of service in the way
that we use it today. Yes, the grace of God was still
present, but penance in the form of gifts or deeds
was often necessary to gain grace from the dispensing
churchmen. However, when reformers such as Luther
saw this purchased grace amounting to merely costly
contributions toward magnificent cathedrals, they went
back to Scripture to seek the true meaning of this
word. In the third chapter of Romans, Luther found
the answer to the means of grace
margin he then penned SOLA, the Latin word for
only. Only by faith can man receive faith from a
loving God.

“Grace Be Unto You” then could probably be said
by the minister. Grace could be had by all, not earned
by gifts or deeds but as afree gift of God. But all
who should receive this free gift of grace would re¬
ceive with it the obligation of discipleship. Here is
where we have sometimes distorted Scripture as badly
a s w a s d o n e b e f o r e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n .

The gift of grace comes to us because acarpenter’s
son, the Son of God, gave His life. Our obligation
of discipleship demands the SAME price. No, for us
this may not mean being shot for preaching the love
of God in Cuba, it may not mean risking our health
in the deserts and swamps of Africa to bring the heal¬
ing love of the Great Physician, and it may not mean
risking imprisonment by going to preach in the
Marienkirche in East Berl in such as Bishop Dibelius
has been doing. For us we hope and pray that our
discipleship will not cost in these terms. But it costs
u s — I t M U S T c o s t u s .

Discipleship is acall from God to man. It is not
merely doing petty deeds to please our fellowmen or
hopefully to please God. One can be adisciple only
when he has one to follow, and Jesus is this one.
Discipleship began when we were first confronted
with our Christian faith. What does it demand? Each
person carries on his own discipleship through obe¬
dience and stewardship in his Christian life. It is
not an easy schedule laid down that we can follow
and automatically rank as an A-1 disciple. Some
are commanded more than others; some can obey more
commands that others. Every living hour we are
given His grace; every living hour we are obligated
to be His disciples. So paradoxically God’s free grace
is costly to each one of us. If we do not pay, we are

Love thine enemies. Follow Me,

f a i t h . I n t h e Our grace began the day the Son of God was sent
down to earth and from this came our discipleship.
I t s h a l l e n d w i t h o u r l a s t b r e a t h f o r t h e n t h e S a v i o r
H imse l f w i l l i n H i s r i gh teous j udgmen t p ronounce
the apostolic greeting upon His flock saying, “Grace
be unto you and peace.”

For Christmas reading that is good, buy
YULE. This magazine, edited by Pastor Harris

Jespersen, and published by the AELYF is as

good as the best and better than most.

Trea t yourse l f to aYULE —and i t makes

a w e l c o m e g i f t .

Buy from your local LYF. The cost —
only $1.00, and we are sure you will call it

ado l la r we l l spen t .
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Advent is the portal. .. .to the entire church year.
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W / /

by: Dr. Alfred Jensen
P r e s i d e n t - e m e r i t u s o f t h e A E L C

The word Advent, though it is one of the oldest
in the Church Calendar, still seems to puzzle agreat
many people. Its meaning according to the dictionary
seems clear. It means: to come or to arrive, and had
its origin in the messianic expectations of the Jewish
people and for that reason became associated with
the longing and hopes for the Messiah, the one to
come. Today Advent is one of the church seasons,
specifically the period which includes the four Sun¬
days before Christmas. To the cas¬
ual majority of churchgoers Advent
is just agap between Thanksgiving
a n d C h r i s t m a s a n d o f l i t t l e o r n o

significance. Others may accept its
m e a n i n g t o b e a p r e p a r a t i o n f o r
Christmas or to receive the message
of the birth of Christ. Again others
may be aware of the organized
group or groups, which popularly
a r e k n o w n a s A d v e n t i s t s a n d w h o s e
emphasis is upon the second coming
of Christ in judgment and in glory.
The liturgical movement in the var¬
ious Protestant churches during the
lat ter years has st ressed the use
of the Advent wreath and Advent
candles, which in former times were
associated with worship during Advent. There
to be afeeling that Advent has lost status
church season compared to Epiphany, Lent and
Trinity. If this is so, perhaps it is due to the over¬
whelming importance of the celebration of Christmas
as the anniversary of the birth of Christ, which has
led to excesses of acommercial and material nature,
and has stressed the symbols and legends attached
to Christmas out of all proportion to -its spiritual
character and value. No one would want to see a
s imi lar fa te over take Advent .

Without entirely overlooking the value of Advent
symbols, like wreath and candles, it seems to me that
Advent can only be rejuvenated by way of areturn
to the experience, which made it such areal and sin¬
cere part of the life of the disciples and friends of
Jesus in His day. John the Baptist felt the surge
in the soul of the pure and genuine of heart and mind.
He did not create the messianic hope in his followers,
he helped to give it birth and it was to those whose
hearts were ablaze with the zeal of Advent that Jesus
could say with complete assurance of the response:
Follow me. Much criticism has been made of the
misplaced goals of the adventistic souls and minds
of the disciples of Jesus. Perhaps it is well for us
to remember, that while the Master never approved
of these messianic aspirations neither did He de¬
nounce them directly. But He did bring them another
kingdom to long for, believe and live in as well
to live and die for. Would the disciples ever have

come to Jesus, if they had not been fired with the
zeal of Advent, born of the times in which they lived
and which also called forth aJohn the Baptist?

Does Advent bring to us, also this year, asimilar
experience to that of the disciples hoping, looking
and longing for Messiah? To me that is the purpose
of bringing Advent to our attention in worship whether
private or public, in church or home. Your reply
may be, that Advent to you is preparing your heart

t o r e c e i v e t h e C h r i s t m a s C h i l d a s
the shepherds did, as the wise men
did, Simon and Anna and not least
as Mary and Joseph did. This is
well and worthy. Ibelieve many
of us have, in spite of all the dis¬
tracting and conflicting claims made
on us at Christmas, the childlike
spirit of Christmas which is per¬
m a n e n t l y e m b e d d e d i n C h r i s t i a n
worship and behavior. But Iwant
to remind myse l f and o thers tha t
the disciples met afullgrown and
m a t u r e J e s u s o f N a z a r e t h a n d s o
did all the people. Do we throw
ourselves wholeheartedly at His feet
as they did? Do we yield our al¬
legiance and devotion to His cause

enthusiastically as they did without being sure that
they were agreeing, had the same views, and could
accept the opinions of the Master about all matters?

It should be noticed that Advent was the important
part of the church calendar, as it still ought to be, long
before the present excessive emphasis upon the cele¬
bration of the birthday anniversary of Jesus ma¬
terialized. Advent is the portal not merely to Christmas
but to the entire Church year: the Christian cycle of
spiritual experience, which we have sought to
emplify in the choice of gospel lessons assigned to
each Sunday and other religious holidays. Usually
these lessons serve as the basis for sermons preached
by our pastors and it may be assumed that serious
worshippers are thereby receiving fresh impulses as
well as thoughtful reflections resulting in spiritual
experiences akin to those of the disciples of Christ.
To them each day with Jesus was Advent. It is
difficult to imagine the eager anticipation with which
they fo l lowed the movements o f the i r Master. How
true, when He said to them: “Truly, Isay to you,
many prophets and righteous men longed to see what
you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear
and did not hear it.” No wonder He called their eyes
and ears blessed for they really saw and heard. What
they saw and heard was the coming of the kingdom
of God. Is this not what we earnestly desire to
and hear also today? We also would like to have
every day Advent.

The four Sundays in Advent open the portals to
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only man, even though he was afriend of the bride¬
groom and rejoiced greatly in the bridegroom’s voice.
The relationship governing all who have been en¬
trusted with power from on high is hereby established.

The impact of these four testimonies dare not be
bypassed at any time of the church year. They over¬
arch in asense all the gospel lessons for the entire
church year. The totality and universality of the
Advent gospel shine forth from immortal Advent
hymns, such as this one of Charles Wesley:

Come, Thou long expected Jesus,

Born to set thy people free;
F r o m o u r f e a r s a n d s i n s r e l e a s e u s .

L e t u s fi n d o u r r e s t i n t h e e .

Israel’s strength and consolation,

Hope of all the earth thou art.
Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 4

the kingdom of God by episodes from the life of
Jesus dealing first with the Triumphant Entry into
J e r u s a l e m o f J e s u s a n d H i s G a l i l e a n f o l l o w e r s a n d
i n t h e s e c o n d s e r i e s o f l e s s o n s w i t h J e s u s ’ v i s i t t o
Nazareth as ayoung Rabbi. Whereas the two occa¬
s i o n s d i f f e r a s t o t h e t i m e i n t h e l i f e o f J e s u s , o n e
being at its climax, the other at its outset, the results
are similar: rejection by the leaders of the people.
“ H e c a m e t o h i s o w n a n d h i s o w n d i d n o t r e c e i v e
him.” This clearly exemplifies that the character and
substance of the messianic hopes of the Israelitic peo¬
ple ran counter to the kingdom of God. .The Suffering
Servant of God as known by the second Isaiah was
n o t w e l c o m e .

The second Sunday in Advent turns our attention
to the mysterious words of Jesus to His disciples as
reported by Luke as well as by Matthew, the latter in
the parable of the Ten Virgins, about His Second
Coming. The message He conveyed to His disciples
was one of encouragement, final conquest and victory
by being prepared and ready and depending on His
word, which shall prevail, even though heaven and
earth pass away.

The gospel lessons for the third Sunday in Advent
center about the persons of John the Baptist and his
father, Zechariah. The latter finding the key to the
miraculous gift of ason in the prophetic office he was
to fill as the forerunner of the Messiah, while John
the Baptist himself struggles with doubt as to the.
genuineness of the Messiah, to whom he has given
testimony. The gist of the message is in the quality
of the works and the words of Christ as the Messiah.

The fourth Sunday in Advent gospel lessons turn
the spotlight directly on John the Baptist. What do
you say of yourself? Are you the Messiah? The
reply of John was unequivocal. Iam not God, Iam

y

Born thy people to deliver.
Born achild and yet aking;

Born to reign in us forever.
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit
R u l e i n a l l o u r h e a r t s a l o n e ;

By thine all sufficient, merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

II I Ii i : I I

eQm and the
by: Pastor Aage Moller

Nothing in nature has been more preachable to me than the primeaval forest
of Wisconsin for nowhere have Iseen more abundant harmony between oneness and
varieties. It was almost impossible to ignore the Creator and the one living factor
holding all'varieties together in the woods, yet they were so numerous that we did
not count them —several kinds of oak, maple, ash, birch, poplar, elm, pine, fir, spruce,
tamarack, hickory, ironwood, basswood, butternut, lark, juneberry, cherry, wild apple,
plum, hazelnut, raspberry, blackberry, gooseberry, blueberry, strawberry, cranberry,

etc. Animal, bird, insect and fish life corres-hops, grape, lily, violet, mayflower, fern
ponded to the plants in variety.

Ithink of this forest when Iencounter the monolinguists and the automa-
tioners. These people are on the side of suspicious rulers who are afraid that people
shall talk about them. They assume that they can forcefully control thoughts and
actions by aone language system ignoring the fact that there are as many varieties
in the language world as there are in nature. They deny the truth that the oneness
of life has use for all varieties and finds aplace for them. They do not know truth
and as Jesus said they are mankillers.



Page 5L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SDecember 5, 1961

Testing the new Church School materials involves. ...

Research ai: Racine
by: Kirk Paris

for the Long-Range Program

Patricia Janot, ayoung attractive brunette house¬
wife from Racine, Wis., doesn’t look at all like a
resea rch sc i en t i s t . And t he back bed room o f t he
bungalow that Bethania Lutheran Church has con¬
verted into aparish house certainly doesn’t look like
aresearch laboratory. But she is. And it is.

Every Sunday morning Researcher Janot is joined
in the laboratory by her co-scientists, agroup of talk¬
ative nine-year-old youngsters, and for 75 minutes
they conduct aserious research project. At the end
of the period the results of their investigation are
carefully noted on areport blank which, in turn, is
mailed to project headquarters in Philadelphia. There
the in format ion is coded and recorded on an IBM card .
That card, along with hundreds of others, will have
an influence on what happens in your church school
some Sunday morning about three years from now.

Bethania Church belongs to the American Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church. It is one of 62 congregations
that are field-testing the' new church school materials
developed co-operatively by the four bodies that soon
will merge into the Lutheran Church in America.*

While the new courses are still in manuscript form
they are being tried out in all sorts of classes in all
sorts of congregations across Canada and the United
States. Teachers in big churches, little churches, rich
churches, poor churches, city churches, country
churches, new churches, old churches make weekly re¬
ports. The goal is to find out what church school
procedures work best in helping children and adults
to grow as Christians.

If asuggested activity does the job it’s supposed
to, it will be kept in the course. If it doesn’t, the
editor will revise it. Only after he’s sure the material
is right will the manuscript be published and released
to the 6,000 congregations of the new Lutheran Church
i n A m e r i c a .

P a t J a n o t a n d 1 5 f e l l o w - t e a c h e r s a t B e t h a n i a a r e
using the test materials and reporting their experiences
each week. They take their task as educational re¬
searchers seriously and write their reports thought¬
fu l l y.

' ' 'V
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Fourth-grader Gary Wee tells the parable of the lost sheep
with afigure from his "story-kit" as suggested in workbook
for Long-Range program course .

Circle” idea. But the guessing game didn’t work,
s h e w r o t e , “ s e e m e d t o t h i n k t h e i d e a

silly.” (Normally such reports are kept confidential.
Special permission was obtained from Mrs. Janot, Mr.
Dalgaard and- Mrs. Kauffman to quote from their re¬
ports.)

Chi ldren,

On the Sunday Ivisited Patricia Janot’s class she
was helping her children learn Jesus’ parable of “The
Hundredth Sheep.” She asked achild to draw ahill¬
s i d e w i t h a f e w t r e e s o n t h e c h a l k b o a r d .

Then she called for a\mlunteer to retell the parable
using the chalkboard scene and his “Story-Kit.” A
nine-year-old boy wearing astriped sports coat and
ajaunty bow tie got his hand up first. From amanila
file folder he took paper figures of awell, some large
stones, and alamb. He placed them on the chalkboard
eraser shelf. Then holding up the figure of ashepherd
he told in his own words the parable of the lost sheep.

When reports of this session reached Philadelphia
Icompared what happened in Pat’s class with what
happened in the other 61 congregations across the
continent. Amajority of the teachers agreed about
the response of their pupils.

Early last fall, for instance, Pat tried out two of
the suggested ways for helping her fourth-graders get
acquainted quickly. One was a“Friendship Circle.”
It consisted of aposter with asnapshot of each pupil
o n i t . T h e o t h e r w a s a n i d e a f o r “ R i d d l e C a r d s . ” O n
separate cards she listed facts about each pupil. A
child would take acard, read the facts, and then try
to guess which pupil the facts were about.

A f t e r t h e s e s s i o n P a t r e c o r d e d o n h e r “ F i e l d - Te s t ¬
er ’s Report” that her pupils liked the “Friendship

*Other AELC congregations field-testing the new materials are
Central, at Omaha, Nebraska and St. Mark, at Circle Pines,
M i n n e s o t a . — E d i t o r .
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pected of them in relation to the word “church” and
began giving word associations.

The teacher’s simple improvement can be written
i n t o t h e c o u r s e w h e n i t i s r e v i s e d . O t h e r t e a c h e r s
and pupi ls across the Lutheran Church in America
will benefit from her experience.

When Bethania began field-testing the new ma¬
terials, teachers were somewhat overwhelmed by the
quantity of guidance materials placed in their hands.
They were not accustomed to having more suggestions
in the teacher’s guide than they could possibly use
in a75-minute session. Now they l ike the idea that

“So interesting, we were late in dismissal,” ateacher
in Oregon wrote.

“They responded like lighted matches,” aCalifornia
teacher reported. “There was entire class participa¬
t i o n . ”

“One child said, ‘Well, this seems more like school.
We’re going to learn something this year!’ ”aSouth
C a r o l i n a t e a c h e r r e c o r d e d .

“A child asked, ‘Can you really find these stories
i n - t h e B i b l e ? ’ ” a M i n n e s o t a t e a c h e r w r o t e .

Pat had rated the session as “Good” and had added,
“ C h i l d r e n w e r e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e m a t e r i a l . S e v e r a l
were eager to join in the discussion.”

“A new educational program cannot be built on
the experience of one teacher or one congregation,”
the Rev. Leonard Sibley, research director of the Long-
Range Program of Parish Education, told me, “but
when amajority of teachers in field-test congregations
report the same reaction about aparticular part of
any course, our editors and writers will know whether
or not that part is workable in actual classroom use.”

Of course, comments on lessons are sometimes as
u n e n t h u s i a s t i c a s t h o s e a b o v e w e r e e n t h u s i a s t i c . A n d
the negative reports help the revising editors just as
much as do the positive ones.

Such acomment was made by Lee Dalgaard. This
six-footer with acrew-cut leads aclass of eighth-
graders at Bethania with Mrs. Jane Price. He dis¬
agreed with an item in his teacher’s guide concerning
Jesus’ feelings about his visit to the temple when he
was 12 years old. The guide called attention to “the
thrill of being accepted by the teachers in the temple
and being treated as an adult.” Lee noted, “I am not
able to feel that Jesus, even as young as he was, got
athrill out of his stay in the temple. He was far too
grown-up mentally for this.” If many other teachers
report the same reaction, the editor will consider
changing the reference.

Often ateacher suggests away to improve the
materials. In one course, for example, pupils were
supposed to tell what they thought of when they
heard the word “church.” Ateacher reported that
when she asked the question, the only response of
the pupils was ablank look.

“What,” she back-tracked,' “do you think of when
Isay the word ‘apple’?” Responses were immediate.

“ R e d . ”
“ G o o d . ”
“ S o u r .

Suddenly the children understood what was ex-

Ninth-graders Arthur Price and Stephanie Sorensen report
on their research project to discover the distinguishing
characteristics of the Gospel of Mark,

they can choose from many suggestions those that
will best help their particular pupils learn and grow.

Bethania is not using all of the test materials that
are available. There are no adult classes, and weekday
c h u r c h s c h o o l i s l i m i t e d t o t h r e e c a t e c h e t i c a l c l a s s e s
that meet Thursday evenings. The Grade 7class is
the only one using test materials, anew course entitled
“ I B e l i e v e i n G o d t h e F a t h e r . ”

Mrs. Joseph Kauffman teaches this catechetical
class of eighteen 12-year-olds. In their first weeks
of study, pupils carried out one of the suggested re¬
search projects. They gathered reports, congregational
folders, lists of officers, etc., and then reported what
they had learned about the history and administration
o f B e t h a n i a .

In her field-test report, Mrs. Kauffman noted that
one discussion that stimulated keen interest among
her youngsters concerned reckless driving, and the
a t t i t u d e a C h r i s t i a n s h o u d h a v e t o w a r d o t h e r d r i v e r s .

Advance preparations to turn Bethania’s teachers
in to researchers began las t spr ing. Key leaders in
planning were Bethania’s energetic young pastor, the
Rev. Rober t S . He ide ; E r l and Muo io , cha i rman o f
Bethania’s parish education board; Mrs. Irene Bendick-
son, general superintendent; and Mrs. Edith Shovers,
research representative. Through the spring and sum¬
mer the board met nearly every week as it reor-
organized classes and scheduler, recruited teachers,
and planned special leadership classes.

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e I S )

V̂UU\UU\\U\V\UVVU\\U\UUUVVUVW\\UNUVU\VW\\\\V\\VVU\U%UXVU\VUU\UUVVVUVVV\\UVUVVU:

\For most congregations the first real contact with the i
\long-range program will come in 1962 through new leader- i
sship courses. The first of these is scheduled to be ready i
%for use after January and others will follow rapidly until, :
?at the end of Ocfober, seven courses will have been made :
\available. Designed for preparing teachers and leaders to i
%use the new materials, they will also have great value In
\helping teachers make better use of their present materials.
\An eighth course, planned to acquaint "both new and ex-
sperlenced teachers for the educational concepts and methods \
%inherent in the new materials," will become available in i
%January of 1963. This latter course will thus be in use
%about one year before the new curriculum materials are
%ready for use In the congregations in the fall of 1964.
S - E d i t o r .
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A C O M M I S S I O N I N G S E R V I C E
fo r Robe r t and Mar i e B reese was
held at the Good Shepherd Lu¬
theran Church at Columbus, Ne¬
braska on the evening of October
15. Participating in the service
were, left to right. Pastor Carl
Gigstad, of the ULCA congrega¬
t ion in Co lumbus o f wh ich the
Breeses are members. Pastor M.
C. Dixen, Santal Mission execu¬
tive secretary, Robert Breese,
AELC President A. E. Farstrup,
who commissioned the couple,
Mrs. Breese, Pastor Harold Ibsen
of Marquette, Nebraska, and Pas¬
tor Folmer Farstrup of Cordova,
N e b r a s k a .
The Breeses, who are being sent
out under the auspices of the
AELC, sailed from New York on
November 15. Mr. Breese, who
graduated from the University of
Nebraska v / i t h ama jo r i n eco¬
nomics, will serve in an advisory
position at the Santal Tea Estate.
Mrs. Breese is apractical nurse.
Both have been very active in
t h e i r c h u r c h a t C o l u m b u s . M r .
Breese also served for four years
in the U. S. navy.

Commissioned to Serve in India

by: Ellen Nielsen in: contact
Afew weeks ago Iwent down to the Solvang

Home to what seemed to be my mother’s death bed.
For three days she hung by the invisible thread

t h a t c o n n e c t s l i f e w i t h d e a t h .
Her children told the fine young doctor: nothing

drastic, nothing dramatic. Just make her comfortable.
Then of herself my mother began climbing up

out of the depths. She never once lost her wit or her
intelligence. She will be 93 in March.

I left her, after aweek, rest ing comfortably. I
left her in good hands, surrounded by the loving
spirit of friends and all the kind folks at the Home.

Ilearned agreat deal. My first reaction was the
human one: fear, despair, hopelessness. But Icame
away in the greatest serenity Ihave ever known. I
came away knowing (believing) spirit surmounts
death, that death never triumphs, that love and spirit
triumph, that the connection between those who love
one another is never broken. In short Icame away
believing in another world, aworld without boundar¬
ies, without principalit ies, without the restricting
bonds of thine and mine, aworld of boundless love.

Icame back to agreater understanding of my
f a v o r i t e v e r s e i n t h e B i b l e w h e r e i n C h r i s t a s k s : “ W h o

is my mother and who are my brothers?” For Icame
back to many mothers, many brethren. And my
m o t h e r w a s a l l m o t h e r s .

The next day we had church services here in
Easton and from my place at the organ Ilooked
down at all those kind faces (21 years of them through
bad and good times) and realized as never before that
there are congregations. Better yet, Irealized that
there is acongregation. And Iexperienced the gi’eat
words Aage Moller once quoted casually in acasual
conversation “I believe in the communion of saints.”
He made it sound as matter-of-fact and as realist ic
as eating. Which indeed it is for it feeds ahunger.

We sang my mother’s favorite hymn, “Saviour I
Follow On” and how the congregation sang it! Even
the very young, the unknowing young! They put
love and strength into it.

’Tis said that no word uttered is ever lost (a
frightening thought but in this instance acomforting
thought) and that hymns sung by loving people will
go on to the end of time.

For all the kind notes from near and far ahumble
thank you. Iam not able to answer them all (all
those from Solvang Ican answer in person).

In this uncertain world “wherein afailing breath
and Iin death’s strong grasp may lie” Ican begin
to say falteringly: In the woi'ld of the spirit all is
well. Let the Christmas bells ring out!

Ellen Nielsen Is the wife of Pastor Niels Nielsen, of
Fresno, Ca l i fo rn ia .
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Report from the Synod Board Meeting
November 15-16, 1961, Des Moines, Iowa

The Lutheran Church in America wi l l have eight
boards and seven commissions which will carry on
much of the practical work of the church. The board
members are to be e lected at the church ’s convent ions,
while the commission members are to be appointed
by the Excu t i ve Counc i l . I n t he fi rs t b i enn ium o f
the new church’s life the membership on the church’s
30-member Executive Council (in addition to the three
officers of the church) as well as on the eight boards
will be representative of the four merging churches.

Each church’s nominees will be voted upon at the
constituting convention next June, but without opposi¬
t ion. Thus, for this one convention the nominations
by the churches are tantamount to election. The “nomi¬
nee boards’’ have already met to get acquainted and
to get an idea of the work ahead of them after the
const i tut ing convent ion.

The AELC wi l l be represented on the Execut ive
Council and on three of the eight LCA boards by the
following “nominees”:

Executive Council , Rev. A. E. Farstrup, four-year
t e r m .

Board of American Missions, Rev. H. O. Nielsen,
six-year term.

Board of College Education, Mrs. Enok Mortensen,
four-year term.

Board of Pensions, Mr. Melvin E. Hansen (Minne¬
apolis), two-year term. Beginning with the 1964 LCA
convent ion , exp i red te rms wi l l be fi l led by regu lar
n o m i n a t i o n a n d e l e c t i o n .

As consultants to LCA boards upon which the
AELC is not otherwise represented, the following have
been appointed for the first biennium:

Board of Par ish Educat ion, Rev. Howard Chr is¬
t e n s e n .

Board of Publication, Rev. Harry S. Andersen.
Board of Social Ministry, Rev. Holger P. Jorgensen.
B o a r d o f T h e o l o g i c a l E d u c a t i o n , D r. J o h a n n e s

K n u d s e n .
B o a r d o f W o r l d M i s s i o n s , M r s . E r n e s t D . N i e l s e n .

T h e n o m i n a t i o n s t o t h e E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l a n d t o

the three boards mentioned were made by the Synod
Board, whi le the consultants were appointed by the
synod president with the concurrence of the synod
board and our Commission on Lutheran Unity. The
synod board began discussing the selection of our
nominees at its meeting in August in connection with
the synod convention. Final decision and acceptance
by the nominees was announced at the synod board
meeting held November 15-16 in Des Moines.

A t the la t te r meet ing the board began tack l ing
the di fficul t task of select ing our twenty- four dele¬
g a t e s t o t h e L C A c o n s t i t u t i n g c o n v e n t i o n , t w e l v e
clergy and twelve lay. Thei 'e was much d iscussion
on how to arrive at afair representation for pastors,
laymen and districts, following the formula adopted
by the synod convention (Report Book p. 72).

We are not ready at this time to announce names,
pending acceptance of appointment by the persons
i n v o l v e d b u t i t c a n b e s a i d t h a t s e v e n m e n a n d t h r e e

women are being asked to accept the appointment as
lay delegates. The treasurer of the synod is an ex-
officio delegate, and Mr. John Lund, Waterloo, was
elected as the other lay member of the synod board
to be adelegate. The three clergy officers of the synod
are ex -o ffic io de lega tes , accord ing to the fo rmu la
adopted, and nine other clei-gymen are being asked
to be delegates. Announcment of the complete slate
of delegates will be made soon in LUTHERAN TID¬
I N G S .

By the way, the JCLU decided at its September
meeting in Minneapolis, that all members and former
members of the JCLU, and all persons serving as
delegates to the closing conventions of the merging
bodies who are not delegates to the constituting con¬
vention of the LCA be designated as “official visitors.”
Thus, all of the delegates to our 1962 convention (re¬
cessed 1961 convention) are invited to the constituting
c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e n e w c h u r c h .

Plans are progressing rapidly for the recessed AELC
convent ion to be held June 24-27 at Detroi t . St. Peder ’s
Church, Detroit, will house pastors and delegates, and
also as many visitors as possible if they register by
June 1. We are grateful to this church for their will¬
ingness to be hosts to us, though they had the full
convention just three years ago. The sessions of our
convention will be held at Cobo Hall, where the LCA
consti tut ing convention wil l be held June 28-July 1.
A le t te r has gone ou t f rom the synod pres ident to
all pastors on the matter of delegates to the recessed
c o n v e n t i o n .

Now that the organized life of the AELC is coming
to aclose, interest in the history and the archives of
the church has been spurred, and we have several
matters to report in this respect. All pastors have
received aletter from Dean Axel Kildegaard about
afinal Pastors’ Institute in the spring of 1962, whose
purpose would be “a self-definition and evaluation of
the theological and cultural views of our synod.” It
is planned to hold this P. I. in Des Moines, with Dean
Kildegaard, Dr. Johannes Knudsen and Synod His¬
torian Pastor Enok Mortensen, planning the program.
This is not planned to be aweeping session, because
we are “losing” our history, for you never lose your
history if you love it. It is hoped that some of the
presentations made at this Institute Will be useful in
the writing of acomprehensive history of our church.

At Ty ler we dec ided to estab l ish acommit tee to
gather funds for ahistory of the AELC. Acommit¬
tee of two pastors and three laymen have been ap¬
pointed by the synod board. Their names will be
announced soon. The funds gathered for this purpose
will be held in ti'ust by the synod board until needed.

The synod also decided to raise money to have our
archives organized and classified by atrained archivist,
and the mat te r was le f t to the synod board . Th is
board, after study of the situation of and the rules for
the various funds of the synod, decided that the Gift
Fund and the Martin Luther Film Fund may be used
for such apurpose. It was decided that the Gift Fund
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on the verge of collapse. Our energy returned when
the adu l ts served re f reshments . Mr. N ico las Didy-
chuk alias Big Daddy Nick, friend of youth, wrapped
in an apron poured hot chocolate.

Moving into the dimly lit chapel for devotions
we witnessed the candle l ighting and instal lat ion of
officers, amost beautiful and inspiring service.

On Sunday morning we rose for breakfast and
then Bible study and worship service with holy com¬
m u n i o n . T h e w e e k e n d c a m e t o a c l o s e w i t h d i n n e r
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American Evangel ica l Luth.

Youth Fe l lowship
E d i t o r : K A R E N K N U D S E N

Grand View Col lege
Des Moines 16, Iowa

Report on the AELYF National Convention
C O N C L U S I O N

E l e c t i o n o f o f fi c e r s w a s t h e fi n a l i t e m o f b u s i n e s s .
Serving until the end of AELYF operations are Keith
Davis, vice president; Eil if Jespersen, secretary; and
Janet Mor tensen, t reasurer. The bus iness meet ing
was adjourned with the singing of “Blest Be the Tie
T h a t B i n d s . ”

A c o n v e n t i o n d i s c u s s i o n g r o u p p r o b i n g t h e t o p i c , " T h e
E c u m e n i c a l M o v e m e n t a n d t h e C o m m u n i o n o f S a i n t s . "

a n d fi n a l f a r e w e l l s . A s I l o o k b a c k o n o u r l a s t N a ¬
tional Convention Iremember the moments spent
in fellowship and enthusiastic singing as we frequently
gathered around the piano. We will always have the
memory of the “Spir i t of Youth” and the “God-given
fe l lowship that is ours,
can tearlessly leave our last convention and eagerly
an t i c ipa te the even g rea te r fe l l owsh ip in the new
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a .

W i t h t h e s e m e m o r i e s w e
M e e t y o u r n e w o f fi c e r s :
E i l i f Jespersen, Janet Mor tensen and Kei th Davis .

P i c t u r e d f r o m l e f t t o r i g h t a r e

Earl Eliason, chairman of the Joint Planning Group
of the new Luther League, spoke at the Saturday
evening banquet. Donna Jespersen, mistress of cere¬
monies, int roduced some great ta lent . Karma Ibsen
did adialogue portraying Pastor Folmer Farstrup
as astudent at Grand View desperately trying to see
t h r o u g h a m i c r o s c o p e . P e r Wa r m i n g , s t u d e n t f r o m
Denmark at Grand View, had all toes beating to his
jazz piano numbers. Then we all moved down to the
basemen t f o r f o l k danc ing . I n two b ig c i r c l es we
“heel and toed and slide, slide, slided” until we were

Ac t i v i t i es a t Greenv i l l e
The Luther League of Trinity Lutheran Church,

Greenville, Michigan, has an interesting program
planned for the rest of this year. They already went
as agroup to see QUESTION 7 , the fi lm tha t has
b e e n r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e A E LY F N a t i o n a l C o n ¬
vention, on October 22. Other projects lined up were
making ribbon markers for the new hymnals in their
church, and making amanger scene for the church
lawn. An evening of Christmas caroling at their
County Old Folks home and to shut-ins of the con¬
gregation and concluding with aChristmas tree decora¬
ting party is also planned.

The Greenville group has brought up another good
idea —that o f p r in t ing aprogram o f coming events
in their League and sending it to their members.

F r o m t h e E d i t o r
What is your LYF or Luther League doing during

the Christmas season? Be sure to share your new
ideas with the rest of the AELYFers in this page.

H A V E Y O U O R D E R E D Y O U R C O P I E S O F
“ Y U L E ” Y E T ?

The "registrar smile" of Pastor Harald Sorensen K . K .
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MRS, AAGE PAULSEN, EDITOR

Cordova, Nebraska

A d v e n t

Advent is aperiod of time that day by day leads
toward the happy Christmas festivit ies.

There is need for each woman to prepare her heart
and home for the newborn King. In whatever coun¬
try we claim as home, we are apart of this fellowship
of Lutheran women who through prayer and praise
prepare for Advent, 1961.

An Advent Meditation from Alaska
by Mrs. Clarence Larsen, wife of the postmaster, aperson
she met as she was anurse in the hospital. He had been
stricken with polio and she nursed him back to good health,
then married him. She is the mother of two daughters.
This family is the backbone of the congregation in Seward,
and very warm hearted Christians.

And the angel said to them “Be not afraid; for
behold, Ibring you good news of agreat joy which
will come to all the people; for to you is born this
day in the city nf David aSAVIOR, who is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

Most of us have been preparing for Christmas for
some time and preparations are not yet complete.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, also prepared for His com- .
ing —not by baking cookies and buying gifts, but
by awearisome 70 mile trip by donkey-back from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. In her joy of anticipating
motherhood, she remembered that her Child had been
foretold by an angel. Her son would be “The Son
of the Highest.” God had told Joseph that this Child
should “save His people from their sins.” Mary could
n o t u n d e r s t a n d a l l o f t h e d i v i n e m i r a c l e i n w h i c h s h e
was involved, but what she could not understand she
simply believed.

Unlike Mary, the shepherds had made no prepara¬
tion for Christmas. They were doing their duty,
“keeping watch over their flock by night,” when sud¬
denly it was brighter than day. They recognized the
presence of the Lord when the angel spoke the most
important announcement in history; “Unto you is
born aSavior, which is Christ, the Lord.” They left
immediately to te l l what they had seen and heard.
Such was the shepherds’ Christmas.

I f , l ike Mary, we cannot understand the fu l l im¬
plications of this miracle, we can yet believe, and
like the shepherds, believing, we must carry the mes¬
sage to someone who does not yet know it.

All who approach Christmas in this spirit and in
t h i s f a i t h w i l l b e b l e s s e d .

Lutheran Church Women of Japan
by Mrs. Taeko Karaki, president of the National Woman’s
Federation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Japan.

Some 40 years have passed since the founding of
the Lutheran Women’s Organization in Japan. During
that period, the organization has grown through the
prayers, efforts and faith of the Mission Organization,
Women’s Organization and brothers and sisters in
Christ as well as the leadership of missionaries who
have come to us through the years. For this we are
exceedingly grateful.

As we commemora te t he 200 th ann i ve rsa ry o f
Christianity in Japan, we think of the past. But, at the
same time, we are thankful that the chance has been
ours to put behind us the “Martha” concept of being
so long cherished as avirtue of Japanese women, and
join hands in not only building astrong faith for our¬
se l ves bu t i n g i v i ng ou rse l ves i n se r v i ce f o r t he
gospel. This, indeed, we count agreat blessing. Japa¬
nese women, until now rather passive, have become
quite brave and are able to express their opinions in
a fo r th r igh t pos i t i ve manner. As p roo f o f t h i s , l as t
year, the Women’s Nat iona l Convent ion was more
vigorous than any to date; so much so that the men
in attendance were greatly surprised.

Ninety per cent of the present Women’s Organiza¬
tions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Japan
a r e m e m b e r s o f t h e N a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n . T h e s m a l l
Women’s Organizations comprising the remaining ten
per cent belong to the various Area Women’s Or¬
ganizations.

In post-war Japan, many institutions have been
reformed. Among these, the great family system has
changed suddenly to the couple unit system. There
has been no time for spiritual and economic prepara¬
tion, and over and above this, the problem of housing.
Because of these factors, there is deep and widespread
suffering and anxiety among families and in society
at large.

In addition, it is aclear fact that there will be an
old people’s boom in the near future. The govern¬
ment is making hasty plans to meet this problem, but
these won’t reach completion until ten years hence
even though in Europe and the U.S.A. this stage of
advancement was reached five years ago.

Louise Larsen,
Seward, Alaska.

Several years ago, federation members conceived
the idea of an old people’s home, which, though small
would embody the beautiful spirit of Christ. There
were many plans and proposals, but as it became clear
that this couldn’t be accomplished by federation mem¬
bers alone, the help of the entire Lutheran Cfiurch
was petitioned.

It was decided that the members of the women’s
organizations throughout the country would raise the
money necessary for the building of the home. As
this posed adifficult problem for poor members to
support the church, their families, and beyond this

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 4 )
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strong and virile, adynamic force in the world in
which we live today; aforce that is relevant to daily
l i fe . There may be someone “ In the Garden” and
“Beyond the Sunset” but God is at work in the world
and in our lives also. And, He expects us to be at
work. Certainly sentiment is not to be disparaged
but asugar-coated religiousity is not substitute for
the Christian faith. That faith speaks to us of a
god who does not indulge our every whim but who
has given us “power to become children of God.”

OP IN ION

A N D
WE WRITE THESE L INES en rou te home f rom

abusy day in Chicago where we attended ameeting
of the JCLU Sub-Committee on Church Papers —
the committee charged with planning for the paper
in the new church. As we look back on this day
one thought rises more and more into/our conscious¬
ness. It is not that much was accomplished that can
be announced at this time. There will be apaper
i n t h e n e w c h u r c h a n d i t w i l l b e c a l l e d T H E
LUTHERAN. This paper wi l l replace al l of the
official church papers in the present four churches
and it will begin publication in January of 1963. Be¬
yond this, which is already well-known, nothing
further can be said at th is t ime. But what we can
say, and the thought that keeps coming back to us,
is that atremendous amount of work and study has
gone and is going into the merger. The Sub-Com¬
mittee on Church Papers has afascinating but diffi¬
cult task. The fruit of its deliberations, be it good
or ill, will be manifested in the new church for years
t o c o m e . T h e c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s a r e w e l l a w a r e
of this and every thought and suggestion is turned
round and round and probed from every angle. So
far as possible the committee must guard against
mistakes which might not only be costly but detri¬
mental to the new church. And this is only one
committee. The Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity
has itself been at work for years exchanging ideas,
examining purposes and laying plans for the Lutheran
Church in America. The many different sub-com¬
mittees, made up of those who have had responsibilty
for or who have some competence in the particular
areas under consideration, have also been at work for
along time. Many long hours of meetings, to say
nothing of travel time, are needed to lay the founda¬
tion for the future. Areas such as American missions,
foreign missions, doctrine, publications, pensions, no¬
menclature, const i tut ion, convent ion —these are but
some of the things covered by the various sub-com¬
mittees. After these things are studied by the com¬
m i t t e e s a r e p o r t i s m a d e t o t h e J C L U , w h i c h o n e
might call the super-committee, for final action. This
final result will then go to the constituting convention
nex t summer. Bu t , to ge t back to the thought we
would l ike to emphasize, all of this makes it abun¬
d a n t l y c l e a r t h a t t h e n e w ch u rc h w i l l n o t b e t h e
handiwork of any one man or even asmall group
of men. Neither will it be the creation of agroup
of experts. The Lutheran Church in America will
not be perfect but, one thing is certain, countless
individuals wil l have put their best into it. God
asks no more of any of us in any task and when we
have done that we may be sure He will bless our
e f f o r t s .

C O M M E N T

ANATIONAL HYMN POLL, conducted through
many newspapers, has allegedly revealed the hymns
that churchgoers prefer. That the ten top favorites
begin with “The Old Rugged Cross” and end with
something called “Whispering Hope” comes as no
su rp r i se t o us . Fo r anyone who has o f fic ia ted a t
even afew funerals the poll but confirms that which
might have been suspected. The selections —actually
most of them are not hymns at a l l —for the most
part drip with sentiment and, what is more important,
reflect atheology that, at best, is sub-Christian. The
s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s o f m o s t o f t h e c h o i c e s i n d i c a t e s a

one-sided distort ion of the gospel that bodes i l l for
t h e f u t u r e o f t h e f a i t h . We r e a l i z e t h a t m o s t o f t h e s e
songs have acatchy tune and are easy to sing. This,
and the fact that they may often be heard on the
radio and TV, in alarge measure accounts for their
popular i ty. Nevertheless, the fact remains that, ex¬
cept for the revivalistic churches, the clergy and the
laity are too often far apart in their choice of hymns.
The great hymns of the church, regardless of their
or ig in , seem to have l i t t le chance against vaguely
religious songs and ballads. There is more at issue
here than the type of selection sung at services and
funerals and other occasions where ahymn is called
for. If the popular taste in hymns reflects the concept
of the gospel which is in vogue in America then
religiousity has taken the place of Christianity. The
type of song which appears to be best liked is asad
commentary on the state of Christianity today. It
is certainly amost discouraging commentary on the
preaching and teaching of the church. That people
should turn to these songs when they seek to express
their faith or when they need to find strength makes
one wonder i f sen t iment and aca tchy tune do no t
outweigh all of the preaching and the teaching that
has been done. Karl Marx once said that religion
is “the opiate of the people.” Mistaken as he was,
we can easily understand how he could come to such
a c o n c l u s i o n . O n e c a n c o m e t o a s i m i l a r c o n c l u s i o n
as one looks at the results of this hymn poll. How¬
ever, and fortunately, what men make of the faith
does not alter what it truly is. Misunderstanding and
misuse do not change the fact that the gospel is truly
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D i s t r i c t I C o n v e n t i o n
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT

D i s t r i c t I h e l d i t s fi n a l c o n v e n t i o n a t O u r S a v i o r ’ s
Lutheran Church, September 29-30. The meeting was
scheduled this year for Bridgeport, Connecticut but
because the congregation there had been released from
the AELC to join the New York-New England Synod
o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h t h e c o n v e n t i o n w a s
held at Newington.

There was one delegate from St. Peter’s Church
at Byram, Connecticut and six from the host congre¬
gation. There were three pastors present, all of them
Nielsens —Everett, Ove and Holger. Also present
was Mr. Carmon Christensen, district treasurer and
guests from Bridgeport, Byram and Newington.

Friday evening church services were conducted by
Pastor Everett Nielsen, and Saturday morning Pastor
O v e N i e l s e n c o n d u c t e d t h e d e v o t i o n s .

At the business meeting the district president pre¬
sided and Mrs. Vera Jespersen was elected secretary
of the convention. Several important matters had to
be decided upon at the convention which pertained
to the Scholarship Fund of $1,004.59; the Camp Fund
of $680.19 and the camp site near Conventry, Connecti¬
cut all which is the property of the district.

Scholarship Fund. The motion which fol lows was
adopted by the convention: Be it resolved, that Dis¬
trict Iof the AELC place its Scholarship Fund in trust
with the Rev. H. O. Nielsen of Newington, Conn., Mr.
Viggo Nie lsen of Br idgeport , Conn. , and Mrs. Elna
Olsen of Hartford, Conn., for granting to Herluf Jensen
upon his completion of one or more years of theological
training, if that year is consummated prior to Sep¬
tember 1, 1963, and that it is his intent to become
ordained into the Lutheran Church, and that i f this
is not complied with the Fund be equally divided
between the Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary and the
Chicago Lutheran Seminary for scholarship funds to
assist seminary students.

The Camp Fund. The convent ion author ized the
district board to expend monies now in the Camp Fund
of-the District for water and sanitation facil it ies, and
the establishment of an entrance to the camp prop¬
erty, and that Carmon Christensen be in charge of
this project.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n a l s o v o t e d t o a u t h o r i z e t h e d i s t r i c t
board to deed the camp property of 25 acres to the
N e w E n g l a n d S y n o d o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
America when this Synod is incorporated.

The convention passed an act of authorization which
gave the district board power to deal with, and to
settle all matters pertaining to district property, funds,
legal papers, records of all kinds, etc., until the con¬
summat ion o f t he merge r o f t he Lu the ran Church
i n A m e r i c a .

The following officers were elected: Rev. Holger
O. Nielsen, district president; Rev. Ove R. Nielsen,
secre ta ry ; and Mr. Carmon Chr is tensen, t reasurer.
Pastor Everett Nielsen was selected as contributing
editor to the New England Lutheran. We felt he
could serve in that capacity being he still is serving
a n A E L C c h u r c h .

It was difficult for some of us to grasp that this
was the last district convention in the eastern district.
Many years of fellowship had come to aclose. It was,

1 9 6 1 D i s t r i c t I I C o n v e n t i o n

The First Lutheran Church of Montcalm County
w a s h o s t t o t h e 1 9 6 1 D i s t r i c t I I c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e
AELC on October 6, 7and 8. The convention opened
Friday evening at the Settlement Church with a“Wor¬
ship in Music and Song” led by Pastor Edwin E. Han¬
sen of Muskegon and an organ recital by Mr. Aage
S o r e n s e n o f D e t r o i t .

The business meeting opened Saturday with wor¬
ship service by Pastor Westergaard at the Settlement
Church. Pastors and representatives from all of the
congregations of the district were present and avery
satisfactory meeting was held. In the evening the
delegates and guests were served dinner at St. John’s
Church and Rev. A. E. Farstrup, AELC President,
spoke at 8p. m.

Sunday services were held in both churches with
Pastor Harald Knudsen preaching and Interim Pastor
Arnold Johnson, Liturgist at Settlement Church; Pas¬
tor Howard Christensen preaching and Pastor Donald
Holm, Liturgist at St. John’s.

T h e c o n v e n t i o n c l o s e d w i t h a v e r y fi n e d i n n e r
s e r v e d a t t h e S e t t l e m e n t C h u r c h .

Y U L E

YULE —Edited by Pastor Harris Jespersen and pub¬
lished by the American Evangelical Lutheran Youth
Fellowship. 48 pages. $1.00.
One of the many questions that arises with respect

to the forthcoming merger concerns the future of
the AELYF’s Christmas magazine, YULE. For years
we have looked forward to it and enjoyed it. We
do hope that it will not be lost in the merger. It
does not have the color and the glamor of some other
Christmas publications but it more than makes up
for this in good content. Through the years editor
Harris Jespersen has done aconsistently good job
with JULE. This year is no exception.

We enjoyed very much, for instance. Pastor Enok
Mortensen’s, “Portrait of aCountry Minister,
never had the privilege of knowing Pastor Kjplhede,
the subject of Pastor Mortensen’s sketch, but now
we have at least had agood glimpse of the man —
and we really wish we had known him.

Anumber of Christmas stories, ameditation by
Pastor Peter Thomsen, agood selection of poetry,
artwork and photos are also to be found in the 1961
YULE. Aphoto of Mount Shasta, decked with snow,
taken by Alan Farstrup, occupies the two center
pages of YULE and well deserve the select space
i t h o l d s .

W e

All in all, YULE is good and we heartily recom¬
mend it. In these days when it is so easy to be busy,
but still do nothing really important, give yourself
a b r e a k . Ta k e t i m e o u t t o s i t d o w n f o r a n h o u r o r
two with YULE. You’ll not be sorry.

T . C . H .

however, also understood that an era had come to a
close and anew and different day was before us. God
grant that it may be anew and strong Christian fel¬
lowship that we enter.

H . O . N i e l s e n .
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Church News From Around the World
T H R E E L U T H E R A N C H U R C H E S
A C C E P T E D A S W C C M E M B E R S

Approval of the merger negotiation resolution this
year followed defeats on two previous occasions. A
congregational referendum defeated the question by
35 votes in 1955 and by 15 votes in 1957.

The affirmative decision this year now authorizes
the LFC’s annual conference, convening June 13-17,
to act for the congregations on all subsequent merger
m a t t e r s .

The referendum results will be subject to ratifica¬
tion by the annual conference and if this is obtained,
application with the ALC will be made at the larger
body’s first general convention, next October 18-24
at Milwaukee, Wis.

Dr. John Stensvaag, LFC president, commenting
that he was “very pleased” with referendum results,
said that if both the LFC and ALC conventions ap¬
prove the merger i t i s l i ke ly tha t un ion wou ld be
effective “early in 1963.”

New Delhi , India—(NLC)—Three Lutheran church
bodies were included among the 23 new members
accepted into the World Council of Churches as the
international organization opened its Third Assembly
h e r e .

T h e y w e r e t h e F i n n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Church of Amer ica, popular ly known as the Suomi
Synod; the Evangelical Church of Northwestern Tan¬
ganyika; and the Usambara-Digo Lutheran Church of
Tanganyika.

The World Council, which represents 175 Protestant
and Eastern Orthodox bodies in 50 countr ies, con¬
vened its assembly here on November 19 and sessions
w i l l c o n t i n u e u n t i l D e c e m b e r 5 .

First items on the agenda at opening business ses¬
sions November 20 inc luded the integrat ion of the
Internat ional Miss ionary Counci l in to the WCC and
the seating of new members.

The IMC, organized in 1921, comprises some 35
national missionary organizations and Christian coun¬
cils throughout the world. Its union, with the WCC,
which has been principally concerned with church
unity, theological studies, international affairs and
service to refugees, also will now be responsible for
coordinating the world-wide Protestant and Orthodox
mission act ivi ty.

T h e r e s o l u t i o n f o r i n t e g r a t i o n o f t h e I M C a n d
WCC was presented by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, presi¬
d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a a n d
c h a i r m a n o f t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l ’ s C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e .

The Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union,
largest of all Eastern Orthodox bodies, was among
the new members. The body was accepted on a142-3
bal lo t , w i th four abstent ions among the to ta l va l id
v o t e o f 1 4 9 m e m b e r c h u r c h e s .

T h r e e c h u r c h e s i n C o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s
garian, Rumanian and Polish Orthodox Churches —
also were accepted.

D A T E S S E T F O R C O N S T I T U T I N G
C O N V E N T I O N S O F N E W S Y N O D S

New York—(PRT)—Dates for the constituting con¬
ventions of the 31 constituent synods of the emerging
new 3,200,000-member Lutheran Church in America
next year have been announced.

Nearly 6,000 congregations of four Lutheran church
bodies merging to form the new church are included
in the 30 geographical synods and one non-territorial
synod (Slovak) in the United States, Canada and the
C a r i b b e a n .

The constituting convention dates were announced
by the Rev. Dr. Martin E. Carlson, Minneapolis, deputy
to the Rev. Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, chairman of the
Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity. The joint com¬
mission is carrying out plans for the merger of the
Amer ican Evangel ica l Lutheran Church, the Augus-
tana Lutheran Church, the Uni ted Lutheran Church
i n A m e r i c a a n d t h e F i n n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
Church (Suomi Synod) next June. Consti tut ing con¬
v e n t i o n o f t h e n e w L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a w i l l
be held in Detroit, Mich., June 28 to July 1.

The tentative l ist of constituting convention dates
and meeting places, for the new synods, in which
AELC members will especially be interested, as an¬
nounced by-Dr. Carlson, follows:

Alberta-British Columbia, August 30-31, Edmonton,

t h e B u l -

L F C C O N G R E G A T I O N S A P P R O V E
M E R G E R N E G O T I A T I O N S W I T H A L C

Minneapolis, Minn.—(NLC)—Congregations of the
Lutheran Free Church have approved renewing ne¬
gotiations that would merge the 87,250-member body
with the 2,300,000-member American Lutheran Church.

Areferendum that started throughout the 331 LFC
congregations last September 15 ended on November
15 with a32-vote surplus over the two-thirds majority
necessary to approve new union talks with the ALC.

All but three of the congregations had reported to
church headquar te rs here by November 16 . A ta l l y
of the results showed 845 votes in favor of merger
negotiations and 372 against. The majority vote was
afraction over 69 per cent of the total possible vote
of 1,221.

It was noted that the three outstanding congrega¬
tions could not change the results, having only a
total of four votes. Voting power of the congregations
ranged from one vote for those with 50 members or
less to 10 votes for those with 1,000 or more.

A l t a .

Central States, Sept. 19-20, Topeka, Kansas.
'Illinois, Oct. 1-2, Chicago, Illinois.

lowa^-Sept. 6-7, Des Moines, Iowa.
Michigan, Oct. 8-9, Flint, Mich.
Minnesota, Sept. 10-11, Minneapolis, Minn.
Nebraska, Sept. 10-11, Fremont, Nebr.
New England, Sept. 4-5, Worcester, Mass.
New Jersey, Sept. 12-13, Ocean City, N. J.
Pacific Northwest, Sept. 26-27, Portland, Ore.
Pacific Southwest, Sept. 26-27, Los Angeles, Calif.
Red River Valley, Sept. 6-7, Fargo, N. D.
Rocky Mountain, Sept. 12-13, Denver, Colo.
Texas-Louisiana, Sept. 19-20, Austin, Texas.
Wisconsin-Upper Michigan, Sept. 14-15, Appleton,

W i s c o n s i n .
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R o c k I s l a n d — A l o c a t i o n n e a r t h e U n i ¬
versity of Chicago has been chosen as the
p r o b a b l e s i t e o f t h e p r o p o s e d L u t h e r a n
School of Theology of the future Lutheran
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a . F i l i n g a b r i e f w i t h
the University of Chicago board of trus¬
tees, the newly elected members of the
proposed seminary and inter-seminary com¬
mittee listed several possible sites for the
new ins t i tu t ion . Accord ing to Dr. Ka i ’ l E .
Mattson, president of Augustana Seminary,
Rock Is land, I l l ino is , a l l o f the s i tes are
within five or six blocks of the Rockefeller
Chapel, near the center of the university
c a m p u s .

The Lutheran School of Theology will be
the result of amerger of four theological
institutions belonging to the United Lu¬
theran Church, the Augustana Lutheran
Church, the Suomi Synod and the Ameri¬
can Evange l i ca l Lu the ran Chu rch , wh i ch
groups will be united next summer to
fo rm the Lu the ran Church i n Amer i ca , a
b o d y o f 3 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s . I n g i v i n g
approval at its 1961 synod to aplan for
the formation of the new theological!
schoo l , the Augus tana Church sugges ted
that it be located near the University of
Chicago campus.

We are trying to get as close to the
center of the campus as possible,” Dr.
Mattson noted. He est imated that i t would
b e a b o u t t w o m o n t h s b e f o r e a d e c i s i o n i s
reached by the University of Chicago
b o a r d o f t r u s t e e s . T h a t u n i v e r s i t y i s
present ly involved in an urban rehabi l i ta¬
tion program which seeks to bring new
ins t i tu t ions to the v ic in i ty.

average contributions of $84.31. The Free
Methodist Church, a54,906-member body,
led the list of all denominations reporting
with $271.86.

Contributions totaling arecord $2,533,-
102 ,871 were repor ted by the Pro tes tan t
a n d E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x b o d i e s c o v e r e d i n
t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l ’ s s u r v e y. O f t h i s
amount, $2,074,479,864 or 81.9 per cent was
earmarked for congregational expenses and
$458,441,044 or 18.1 per cent for benevol¬
ences , i nc l ud ing home and f o re ign m is¬
sions and rel ief abroad.

Lutheran per member contributions for
the var ious categor ies were:

Benevolences —Missouri Synod, $20.09;
ELS, $18.37; Augustana, $17.81; Wisconsin,
$16.20; LFC, $15.35; ULCA, $15.10; ELC,
$13.89; ALC, $12.17; Suomi, $10.96; AELC,
$8.57; SELC, $7.85.

^ \ u u \ \ u v u v v \ u v u u \ \ \ u v u u \ v \ u \ \ % \ u \ \ u \ \ v \ \ \ v \ \ u \ \ \ \ u u \ j :
$i

P r e s i d e n t :

Pastor A. E. Farstrup
3 1 1 2 L a w n v i e w D r i v e

Des Moines 10, Iowa.

V i c e P r e s i d e n t :

Pas to r Ho lge r 0 . N ie l sen
4 2 W e s t H a r t f o r d R o a d

Newington 11, Connecticut.

s

gSecretary :
P a s t o r W i l l a r d G a r r e d
R o u t e N o . 2
Hampton, Iowa.

T r e a s u r e r :

M r. M . C . M i l l e r
7 9 W e s t R o a d

Circ le Pines, Minnesota.

M i s s o u r i

Synod, $76.08; AELC, $75.06; SELC, $69.85;
Suomi, $65.36; Augustana, $63.07; ALC,
$62.33; ULCA, $55.64; ELC, $52.96; Wis¬
consin, $52.05; ELS, $50.12; LFC, $48.64.

Foreign Missions —LFC, $3.74; ULCA,
$2.66; Missouri and Augustana, $1.93; Wis¬
consin, $1.77; ALC, $1.30; Suomi, $1.22;
AELC, $.87; ELC, $.65; ELS, $.40. There
was no report in this category by the
S E L C .

Congrega t iona l expenses

w o r s e t h a n t h e a t o m i c b o m b . T h a t i s n o t
to make Christ Lord, but to believe in the
strength of men, and the strong invisible
p o w e r w h i c h w o u l d s e p a r a t e m e n f r o m
God . I be l i eve t ha t t he Ch r i s t i ans o f t he
world must band together to fight this
power. Unless the peace is Christ’s, there
is no real peace. We must not be misled
by superficial humanism^

Although it is adifficult task to share
with you all Iwould want in ashort re¬
port, i t is my fervent prayer that you may
b e a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e w a y t h a t o u r
Heaven ly Fa the r i s work ing th rough you r
Japanese sisters in Christ as we pray and
work for “One Wor ld” in the fe l lowship of
H i s L o v e .

Lutheran Church Women
of Japan

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 0 )

the home project , at first there were ob¬
jections. However, finally it was unani¬
mously agreed to support the project.

Now, all members are bravely making
many plans and pathetic efforts. Although
the projected budget might seem small
to some, for the present women’s organi¬
zation members, it will require acrystal¬
lization of resolution and effort. To ac¬
complish our goal we will have to sur¬
mount many hardships. “Except the Lord
build the house, they labour in vain that
b u i l d i t .

On my recent trip, Istated to the women
that we must not be concerned only with
our own country, but must turn our eyes
ever outward to the world. Ibelieve that
the Christians of Japan stand at an im¬
portant time in history. The Japanese
people, having had the bitter experience
of war, fear it and ask only for peace. Of
course, having lived in Hiroshima with my
family during the war and experienced
the atomic bomb, Iknow only too well
the ti-agedy. However, Iknow

S W E D E N P A S T O R S H O R T A G E
C A U S E S C U T I N S E R V I C E S

Stockholm—(LWF)—A shortage of pas¬
t o r s h a s c a u s e d t h e d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n o f

Sunday morn ing serv ices in 121 Swedish
Lutheran parishes effective on January
1 , t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f S w e d i s h
P a r i s h e s h a s r e v e a l e d .

T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n b l a m e d t h e c u t - b a c k
on the government’s refusal, on grounds
of economy, to allow the national Lutheran
Church sufficient funds for an adequate
n u m b e r o f c l e r g y m e n .

Grand View College
The Grand View College Speech Depart¬

ment took abig step forward this fall as
they presented amodern adaptation of
the Greek play “Antigone.” Not only was
this an outstanding play but, for the first
t ime, the theat re in the round was used.
This was made possible by the new floor
a n d m . o v e a b l e s e a t s i n t h e a u d i t o r i u m .
Large crowds attended all three perform¬
ances and were deeply moved by the
outs tanding per formances of the cast un¬
der the very able direction of Mr. Charles
D i c k s o n .

7 7

L U T H E R A N S A B O V E A V E R A G E I N
C O N T R I B U T I O N S L A S T Y E A R

N e w Y o r k

Church bod ies ranked f rom 18 th to 39 th
in giving for all purposes last year among
47 denominations in North America, ac¬
cording to figures issued here by the De¬
partment of Stewardship and Benevolence
of the National Council of Churches.

Astat is t ica l summary issued by the
NCC department showed an average per-
m e m b e r c o n t r i b u t i o n o f $ 6 6 . 7 6 f o r t h e
year, afi^re based on reports from 39
of the bodies who provided data compar¬
able with the previous year.

Of these 39 bod ies , a l l bu t one o f the
Lutheran Churches were above average.

In 18th place, but leading all major
denominations, was the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod with an average contribu¬
tion of $96.18 per confirmed member.

The United Presbyterian Chui’ch in the
U.S.A. was second among denominations
with more than amillion members, with

(NLC) —Eleven Lutheran
Everyone is looking forward to the next

presentation from this expanding and im¬
prov ing depa r tmen t .

a w e a p o n Berni ta Jacobsen.

that the old might re-live the past,
that the young might discover their history.

Enok Mortensen's

i

I
s

I
s SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AT DANEBOD

ASIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE HISTORY
OF THE DANES AND THEIR CHURCH

I N T H E N E W W O R L D

Order now for Christmas giving!
Danebod Parsonage

I

I
%

s

I(or) Lars Bol lesen
Tyler, Minnesota
$1.50 Postpaid

i
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by the synod board, acting as the Execu¬
t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e H o m e M i s s i o n C o u n ¬
c i l . The Execut ive Commi t tee w i l l , a t i t s
March 1962 meeting, decide the amount of
salary a id needed f rom the synod to the
home mission churches to make the $4,800
m i n i m u m v o t e d a t t h e 1 9 6 0 c o n v e n t i o n .
T h e a m o u n t s w i l l b e d e t e r m i n e d o n t h e
basis of the 1961 reports of the home mis¬
s i o n c h u r c h e s .

Ins t i tu tes tor home miss ion pastors wi l l
b e h e l d i n t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 6 2 i n v a r i o u s
places in the country, sponsored by the
N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l . O u r h o m e
mission pastors will be expected to attend
the one nearest to them, at home mission
e x p e n s e .

The property of the Pasadena, California,
church was sold for $13,500. It was the
desire of this congregation that $10,000 go
t o t h e C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F u n d , a n d t h e
r e m a i n d e r t o t h e B u i l d i n g F u n d o f t h e
S o l v a n g L u t h e r a n H o m e . T h i s w a s a p ¬
proved by the synod board , and the re¬
mainder, after deduction of expenses in
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e s a l e a n d t h e d e d u c t i o n
of the Pasadena church’s synod obligations
for 1961, was $2,740.09 which is being
forwarded to the Solvang Home.

The synod board members were glad
to have Carl “Kelly” Jensen back with
us af ter the heart at tack he suffered this
p a s t s u m m e r . O t t o S c h o t z w a s a b s e n t
from this meeting due to indisposition.
The GVC Endowment Fund Trus tees a lso
met in connection with synod board meet¬
ing, but here again acouple of the mem¬
bers of this board were absent, among
t h e m J e n s G . T h u e s e n d u e t o h i s c o n fi n e ¬
m e n t t o a h o s p i t a l f o r i l l n e s s . P a s t o r
Ronald Jespersen was present for this
part of the meeting, representing the GVC
&GVS Board. Written and oral reports
were presented on the properties of the
fund, including farm, apartment buildings,
etc. The income for 1961 is not expected
to be up to the hoped-for $15,000 usually
transmitted to Grand View College, tor
v a r i o u s r e a s o n s .

F l o w e r s w e r e s e n t f r o m t h e s y n o d t o
the funeral of Pastor Jens C. Kjaer, Seattle,
the first pastor of the AELC in some years
to die in the active ministry. Athank you
n o t e h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d f r o m M r s . M a r i a
K jae r and he r ch i l d ren .

Despite this loss of an active pastor
the re a re ac tua l l y f ewer pas to ra l vacan¬
cies in the church now than for along
time in the past. This may also be due
to the number of congregations that have
d i s s o l v e d o r h a v e t r a n s f e r r e d t o o t h e r
churches in recent years .

According to our by-laws the synod board
i s t o o r g a n i z e i t s e l f i n t o a n E x e c u t i v e
C o m m i t t e e a n d a F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e . C a r l
J e n s e n a n d J o h n L u n d w e r e c o n t i n u e d ,
until the merger is effected, as the elected
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s ( t h e f o u r
s y n o d o f fi c e r s a r e e x - o f fi c i o ) , a n d A k s e l
N i e l s e n a n d J o h n L u n d w e r e c o n t i n u e d a s
t h e e l e c t e d F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s
(the synod treasurer and the synod sec¬
re ta ry a re ex-o ffic io here) .

Respectfully,

‘happy Danes’ have alot to be happy
about r igh t now!

The small parish house bulges at the
seams w i th c lasses us ing new tes t ma¬
terials. During the Sunday school’s first
75-minute session, starting at 9a. m., the
living room hums with the activity of two
fifth-grade classes led by Leroy Petersen
and Mrs. Lee Dalgaard. Ashoulder high
divider separates the classes. Each class
h a s a c h a l k b o a r d a n d s p a c e f o r m a p s ,
posters and clippings related to the Grade
5Course, “Our Christian Response and
W i t n e s s .

Another fifth-grade class meets in a
f r o n t b e d r o o m w i t h M r s . L i l l i a n W e e .
E v e n t h e k i t c h e n s e r v e s a s a c l a s s r o o m
for third-gi-aders. Other third-graders meet
in abasement room, and two s i x th -g rade
c lasses mee t i n t he basemen t assemb ly
r o o m .

At 10:30 a. m., the parish house is filled
with adifferent set of pupils and teachers,
for Grades 7, 8and 9. Asmall class for
post-confirmation pupils meets at this time
i n t h e c h u r c h b a s e m e n t .

At his office in the Muhlenberg Building
in Philadelphia, research director Sibley
aptly summed up the purpose of the field-
test project. “We are actually doing more
than testing the materials on the pupils,
h e s a i d . “ W e a r e t e s t i n g t h e m o n t h e
teachers as well. We are trying to find
ou t whe the r t eache rs w i l l f o l l ow th rough
on the projects suggested in the new
courses and whether they will do the ad¬
vance planning and preparation required.
Wr i t e r s a n d e d i t o r s c a n p r e p a r e c o u r s e
materials that sound as i f Utopia had ar¬
r i v e d f o r p a r i s h e d u c a t i o n , b u t i t t h e
teachers fai l to carry out suggestions, the
m a t e r i a l s m u s t b e c h a n g e d . O u r o b j e c ¬
tive is not to produce such beautiful text¬
books tha t they become museum p ieces .
Our objective is to help chi ldren and
adults respond and witness to the Word
o f G o d .

When the revised materials begin to be
published in 1964, hundreds of thousands
of pupils in the Lutheran Church in Amer¬
i c a w i l l b e i n d e b t e d t o t h e t e a c h e r s o f
Bethania and their more than 1,200 fel low
researchers in the other field-test congre¬
gations.

i f

O U R C H U R C H

Water loo , Iowa: Pas to r R ichard Soren¬
sen, who has served St. Ansgar’s congi'e-
gation here for over ten years, has re¬
signed to accept acall from St. John’s
Lutheran at Seattle, Washington. He will
begin his work in Seattle about March 1.

Des Moines , Iowa: Word has been re¬
ceived here that Mr. Carl Nielsen, son of
Dean-emeritus, of Grand View College, A.
C. Nielsen, has been appointed director
of the Austrian program of the Lutheran
Wo r l d F e d e r a t i o n . H e h a s b e e n s e r v i n g
as the LWF Material Aid Representative.

Salinas, California: AMoller pipe organ
wi l l be ins ta l led in the church here nex t
spring. The organ is agift to the church
f rom the A . C . B igham fami ly. Pau l
Nussle is pastor and Richard Jessen is
intern pastor at St. Ansgar’s.

Omaha, Nebraska: Cen t ra l Lu the ran
Church here by avote of 93 to 15, has
d e c i d e d t o r e l o c a t e t o a s i t e i n n o r t h w e s t
Omaha on 60th Street (6200 North), in an
area presently allocated to the United
Lu the ran Church i n Amer i ca . The ULCA,
through its Board of American Missions,
has promised full cooperation in all as¬
pects of this relocation, including transfer
at cost, of apreviously purchased beau¬
tiful site covering one square block atop
ahi l l in arapidly developing suburban
area, transfer of the home mission alloca¬
t ion for the re locat ion, and avai lab i l i ty o f
c h u r c h e x t e n s i o n a i d . T h e v o t e c l i m a x e d
two years o f s tudy as to the adv isab i l i t y
o f s tay ing i n the a rea where the chu rch
is presently located, or to relocating to
a m o r e s t r a t e g i c a r e a . L a t e i n O c t o b e r
the ten-member self-study committee,
headed by Mr. Martin Grobeck, made a
u n a n i m o u s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t o r e l o c a t e .
This was subsequently thoroughly discussed
in 11 cottage meetings, to which all mem¬
bers of the congregation were invited.
Central Lutheran Church wil l probably
continue to hold services in the present
location for another year and ahalf, dur¬
ing wh i ch t ime t he fi r s t un i t o f t he new
church will be built, and intensive calling
will be done in the new area. W. Clayton
Nielsen is pastor of the church.

» »

f t

f t

Report from the Synod
Board Meeting

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 8 )

s e l l 3 2 s h a r e s o f A T & T C o . s t o c k t o t h e
Valborgsminde Endowment Fund. This will
release approximately $5,000 for the ar¬
chives work, and the synod president was
authorized to arrange for the engagement
of an “assistant archivist,” probably from
Denmark since knowledge of the Danish
language is necessary, to do this work
under the supervision of the synod archiv¬
is t , Pas to r Enok Mor tensen .

Also connected with the history and tra¬
dition of our church is the planned “Da¬
nish” Special Interest Conference of the
L C A . T h e A E L C C o m m i s s i o n o n L u t h e r a n

Unity is charged with outlining an opera¬
tional plan for such aconference, to be
submitted to the synod board for review
and presentation to the June 1962 AELC
c o n v e n t i o n .

Research at Racine
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

Pastor Heide and his leaders are hope¬
ful that classes for testing asix-session
Christian Family Program may be started
later. Another possibility for future test¬
ing is aSchool of Religion, offering week¬
day study for adults and high school young
people. The gaps in Bethania’s program
reflect afamiliar problem —shortage of
teachers.

B e t h a n i a ’ s l e a d e r s f e e l t h a t t h e t e s t
project has lielped to bring basic changes
in their program of education. Teachers,
reports Pastor Heide, are expressing new
confidence and sat is fac t ion in the i r work .
Pupils are showing more interest, and
more of them are taking part in class
activities. He told me, “Being apart of
the test has been good for Bethania. We

W i l l a r d R . G a r r e d ,
Secre ta ry.



L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 16

Acknowledgment of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer

FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1961

December 5, 1961
F o r P a s t o r ' s P e n s i o n :
Lutheran Jr. Aid, Grayl ing, Mich.. .$
F o r Ty l e r L u t h e r a n H o m e :
Danish Ladies' A i d , G r a y l i n g .

Michigan 
Lu the ran J r. A id . Gray l i ng , M ich .
F o r S e a m e n ' s M i s s i o n :

Danish Ladies' Aid, G r a y l i n g .
M i c h i g a n

Volmer Ladies’ Aid, Dagmar, Mont.
Lutheran Jr. Aid, Grayling, Mich.
Rosenborg Ladies’ Aid, Lindsay,

Nebraska 
Bethania Vesper Guild, Solvang,

California 

F o r S a n t a ! M i s s i o n :

Seattle, Washington 
Tacoma. Washington ; . .
F redsv i l l e , Cedar Fa l l s , I owa
Cozad. Nebraska 

Edison Township, New Jersey

10.00
8.00 5 .00

12.50
6 .00
7 .50$ 1 0 . 0 0

Synod Budget Receipts:
Unassigned: (by congregation)
Roscommon, Mich
Chicago, 111., St. Stephen’s
W h i t e , S o u t h D a k o t a —
Brush, Colorado 
Seattle, Washington 
Dwight, Illinois 
Minneapolis, Minnesota ..
Tyler, Minnesota 
V i b o r g , S o u t h D a k o t a —
Dannevang, Texas 
Junct ion Ci ty, Oregon . . . .
Detroit, Michigan 
Racine, Wisconsin 
Racine, Wis. , Harvest Fest ival

offering 
Newington, Connecticut 
Kimballton, Iowa 
Parlier, Selma, California 
Muskegon, Michigan 
C l in ton , Iowa
Bray ton, Iowa
Circ le Pines, Minnesota
Los Angeles, California
Alden, Minnesota 

8.00
$100.50

215.50
Total for month 

Previously acknowledged$115.00
60.00

. . . .$ 10.00217.40
373.00
350.00
513.11

2 6 0 . 0 0
1.217.80
1 0 0 . 0 0

361.75
1,000.00
2,200.00

509.40

$ 3 1 6 . 0 015.00
8.00

Total budget receipts to date ....$95,899.97
Received for Items Outside of the Budget:
F o r L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

Roscommon, Mich igan
Brush, Colorado 
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Tyler. Minn., (by John B. Johansen) 25.00
Tyler. Minnesota 
Ruthton. Minnesota 
Detroit, Michigan 
Racine, Wisconsin 
Clinton, Iowa 
Circle Pines, Minnesota 
Watsonville, California 
Tacoma. Washington 
Cozad, Nebraska 
Fredsv i l le , Cedar Fal ls , Iowa
Marquette, Nebraska 
Marquette, Nebr. , by Mrs. Hans

Nissen 
Fredsville, Cedar Falls, la.. Thanks¬

giving offernig 
Fi-esno, California j

10.00

10 .00 $14.14
73.80

Danish Ladies’ Aid, Grayling. Mich..$20.00
Dagmar Lad ies ’ A id , Dagmar, Mon t . 7 .00
Tyler, Minn., (by Mr. John B. Jo¬

hansen) 
T r i n i t y C h u r c h W o m e n ( C h r i s t m a s

gift), Cordova, Nebr
Racine, Wisconsin 
Withee, Wis., (by Guild) 
W i t h e e , W i s . , ( b y G u i l d ) f o r a S a n -

tal Child 
Volmer Ladies’ Aid (Christmas gift),

Dagmar, Montana 
I n m e m o r y o f H a r o l d H a r k s o n a n d

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Madsen by
Lydia M. Harkson, Solvang, Calif. 10.00

Lutheran Jr. Aid, Grayling, Mich... 8.00
In memory of Mi-s. Kate Johnsen,

Cedar Fa l ls , Iowa, by E lna TTiue-
sen, Santa Barbara, Calif

In memory of Marie E. Hansen, by
M r . a n d M r s . L e v i P a u l s o n , M r .
and Mrs. Vernon Lindquist, Gladys
Paulson, Mrs. Rasmine Andreasen,
Mr. and Mrs. Ottar Andreasen, Mr.
and Mi-s. Donald Hansen 

Rosenborg Ladies ’ A id . L indsay,
Nebraska 

Be than ia Lu the ran Gu i l d (Ch r i s tmas
gift), Solvang, Calif

Enumclaw, Wash., Ladies’ Aid 
Bethania Vespei- Guild, Solvang,

California 

40 .00

138.20
20 .0025 .00

155.69
350.00
600.00

120.00
10.0025 .00
25.0010.00

99 .40 . . . . 3 1 . 5 03.3.15
62.55480.00

225.00
186.07
182.00
414.40
425.00

Davey, Nebr., (by Ladies’ Aid) — 1 0 0 . 0 0
380.00
393.53
294.10
150.00
162.40

30 .00 40 .00
12.72I

15.00 182.78
75.00

2.00

Omaha, Nebraska 
Watsonville, California 
Seattle. Washington 
Enumclaw, Washington 
Tacoma, Washington 
Cozad, Nebraska 
Fredsvi l le , Cedar Fal ls , Iowa
Marquette, Nebraska 
Davey, Nebr.. (by Ladies’ Aid) .. 5 0 . 0 0
F o r H o m e M i s s i o n s ;

St. Stephen’s WMS, Chicago, III. ..$ 20.00

39.96
110 .40

3 .00
Total for month 

Prev ious ly acknowledged

Total to date 

F o r E b e n E z e r :

Congregation, Marquette, Nebr. ...$63.00
For Grand View Seminary (Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago):
Marquette, Nebraska 
Los Angeles, California 
Rosenborg, Lindsay, Nebra.ska

$1,023.05
13,066.9455.90

2,802.40
500.00 $14,089.99

10.00

20 .00

P O S T M A S T E R : I I u n d e l l v e r a b l e a s a d d r e s s e d ,
at tach Form 3579, g ive new address, and return
e n t i r e p a p e r a t t r a n s i e n t s e c o n d - c l a s s r a t e
(P. M. 355.343; 355.334; 158.22) to

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S , A S K O V , M I N N E S O T A
Return Poetagf QuarenUed

£2 5! 5 1tf re n
< s
> *

35.00 $77.00
25.00 31 .00

20 .00
1 0 . 0 0

61. Steplieii’s WMS, CliicaKo, III. ... 50.1)0
ill. Stephen's WMS, Chicago, III,, for

Mohulpnh.nri TB unit

Tolal lo dai('
For American Bible Society:
Vacation Bible School, White, S. D,. ,$ 4.58
Congregation. Marquette, Nebr  2 4 . 2 5
Mrs. Erik Nissen, Marquette, Nebr. 2.50
Mrs. Hans Nissen, Marquette, Nebr. 2.00

T o t a l

$128.00
4 15.000Kn *▶'3 t»

▶< PU

W P S
» 5 0
* ● w
3 P J

H i Tota l budget rece ip ts f rom
congregations $ 1 5 , 7 3 3 . 5 0

Previously acknowledged 

Total to date 
Pastors ' Pension Contr ibut ions;

Rev. Holger P. Jorgensen ..$ 22.50
Rev. A l f red Sorensen
R e v . E n o k M o r t e n s e n
Rev. A. E. Farsti'up .
Rev. W. R . Ga r red .
Rev. K. Kirkegaard-Jensen. 48.00

p .

8gJ ●

a s 75,724.75P *
9oq ̂ o 8

A

|sl« $91,458.25 $33.33
a For Dis t r ic t IV Home Miss ion:

Received from district treasurer ..$275.00
For Grand View Col lege Bu i ld ing Fund:
R a c i n e , W i s , , M r. a n d M r s . A n k e r

E r i c k s e n

M 2 -

R o h
o5 ^ ● 20.000>

> o 25.02

B m ?
"" 3

Uh
1 - * r

9 .50
$20.00O 1.75

Respectfully submitted,
American Evangelical Lutheran Church

M. C. Miller, Treasurer,
79 West Road,
Cii 'cle Pines, Minnesota.

P I C J I

To t a l f o r m o n t i i $126.77
Pi-eviously acknowledged.. 3,998.95W

C O

$4,125.72
IT Annua l Repor t s :

Roscommon, Michigan 
White, South Dakota 
Brush, Colorado 
Dwight, Illinois 
Detroit, Michigan 
Brayton, Iowa 
Los Angeles, California 
Nathanael, Dagmar, Montana
Alden, Minnesota 

t o Egg
&SB
f t ' s !

$ .50
1.00 Aline book for anyone for Christmas is

"LAST THINGS FIRST" by Sydney Harris
($4.00). It is abook you can pick up at
i-andom. abook of short articles. The first
four articles are alone worth the price of
the book. It is abook of wit and spirit
and common sense.

r e S vf t ? 3 5.00
O n 10.00

I 10.00
8.00

B 2 ,50f t

10.00

E l i 12.50 E . N .


